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; TO HIS | 
"ROYAL | HIGHNESS 
Pri rince Frederic William, 


 Fannnod Brother of his Maj eſty. 
King GEORGE the Third. 


8 1 R, 


HE little book, which! 
1 here preſent to your 
Rov AL. Hionxxss, is nearly 
the ſame with the written 
Catechiſm, which I had ſome 
time ſince, with your Royal 
Mother's approbation, the ho- 
3 noutr 


2 RRIE 


DEDICATION. | 


nour to put into your Hands, 


and to devote to your private 
uſe. 


© - 


I need not, th erefore, i in- 
m your Royal Highneis, 
that the intention of the work 
is to point out to you in the 
moſt perſpicuous manner the 
Principles of our Holy Reli- 
gien; to ſhew the connec- 
tion, harmony, and mutual 
dependence of theſe prinef- 


ples one upon another; F ind 


to convince you, that you can 
Hot nnn expect te to enter 


"Ab . 


into 


DE DICAT ! ON. 


into eternal life unleſs you 
endeavour to keep the com- 
mandments of 7 God. 


"this: Princes, Sir, are no 
more exempt from the obli- 
gations of Religion, than 
Perſons of inferior Rank ; 
and they muſt firſt be 
before they can be — 
- and truly happy. 


Senſible of this im portant 
truth, your Royal Mother, 
Sir, in. the education of Her 
Illuſtrious Family, has al- 


ways united the precepts of 
the 


DEDICATION. 
the goſpel with the inſtruc- 


tions of the Scholar and the 


Gentleman - — and do we not 


every hour ex perience the 
bleſſed. effects of Her parent- 
al care and wiſdom in the 


auſpicious government of your 


Royal Brother, our preſent 
truly-patriot and religious 
Sovereign P 


Having, at length, determi- 
ned to offer this Short Cate- 


.chiſm to the general view, 


1 am extremely happy in be- 


ing permitted to adorn the 
Dedi- 


DEDICATION. 
Dedication with the name of 
a young Prince, whoſe quick- 
neſs of apprehenſion, ſolidity 
of judgment, attention to in- 
ſtruction and manly behavi- 
our, even in this carly bloom 
of life, promiſe a large future 
harveſt of glory to the auguſt 
Houſes from whence he is 
deſcended, and of true hap- 
pineſs to himſelf. 


May Vour ral H Ton- 

NEss fulfil the high expecta- 
tions, which your opening 
virtues have raiſed; and with 
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of 


DEDICATION; 


your encreaſing - years may 


on grow allo in favour both: 
with Man and God. 
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Ihus Gincerel y prayeth, an 


AM Faithful Servant, 
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To the Voung Reader. 


O U muſt not expect to find any 
thing zew contained in this little 

book; for what can be new, with re- 
ſpect to the fundamental principles of 
religion, ſince the publication of the goſpet 
of Chriſt? And as little muſt you ex- 

pect to find in it a minute and circum- 
ſtantial deſcription and expoſition of the 
great myſteries of our holy religion. 
For diſcuſſions of this profound nature 
ſhould be wholly left to the leiſure and 

labours of ſcholaſtic controverſy. Look 
you upon yourſelf, therefore, as ſent in- 
to the world to live well in the faith, 


fear, and love of God, and not to con- 


tend, cavil, and diſpute with your 
neighbours about high and intricate 
Points, which the wiſeſt amongſt us 
find no ſmall difficulty thoroughly to 
underſtand, and ſatisfactorily to ex- 
plain, 
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5 
If you are already well acquainted 
with the church catechiſi, as | ſuppoſe 


you to be, and know the proofs which 
are uſually brought from the ſcripture, 


in confirmation of the doctrines and 


precepts contained in that excellent in- 
ſtruction of a chriftian; I am per- 

ſuaded, that you will find no conſider- 
able difficulty, either to comprehend, 
or to aſſent to, any thing which is here 
written. Be diligent, however, as you 
have leiſure, opportunity and ability, 
to read and ſearch the ſcriptures for 


yourſelf, whether theſe things are ſo— 


and may God Almighty, the author 
and giver of all good gifts, bleſs your 
pious endeavours with his grace, and 
direct your judgment, will, and actions 


in the right way, which leadeth to ever- 


laſting life. 


The 
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The Principles of Reticion 
made eaſy to young Per- 
ſons, in a Short and Fami- 

liar Catechiſm. 


SECT. I. 


V the being, end attributes of God; and of 
| the chief end of man, 


. XX7 HO made you? 
r 
J: Did God make any thing beſides you ? 
A. Yes: he made the heavens, and the 
earth, and the air, and the water. . He made 
the whole world, and all things contained in 
it, both thoſe which I ſee, and thoſe which 
I do not ſee, | 
2: How, and from what, did God make. 
all things ? | 
A. He made them out of nothing by the 
word of his almighty power : he ſpake, and 
they were made ; he commanded, and they 
B 2 were 
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were perfectly finiſhed, according to their ſe. 
veral natures. 

©. Are there more Gods than one? 

A. No: there is but one living and true 
God, the creator, preſerver, and governor of 
all- things. 

Have you any notions of God, who 
and what he is? 

A. Though my notions of God are, kth 
out doubt, extremely defective and imper- 
fect, when I endeavour to conſider him, as 
he is in himſelf, and in his own nature : yet 
thus much I know for certain concerning 
him, that he muſt have all. power, and nou 
tedge, and wiſdom, and goodneſs.” - 

2. How do you know this? | 

A. Becauſe without theſe perfections he 
could not have made me and the reſt of the 
world in ſo wonderful a manner, as we actu- 
ally a made. 


. What elſe do you believe concerning 


| God Almighty ? 


J. 1 belieye, that as God Almighty now 
lives, ſo there never was a time when he did 
not live, and never will be a time, when he 
will not live. | 


2, What do you believe concerning God's 
preſence ! 1 


A. I believe that he is always preſent 80 


Fax | 
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ſees every thing which I do, though no man 
has ſeen him at any time, nor can; fee him; 
that he hears every thing which I ſay, and 
Lows: every thing which I think upon. 

9. What do you believe of his providence ? 

A. ] believe that he has hitherto preſerved, 
and ſtill continues to preſerve, the life which 
he gave me; and that he directs, diſpoſes, 
and governs all things by his providence, in 
ſuch a manner, as may be moſt conducive to 
the general happineſs of that univerſe which 
he has created. I believe alſo, that every 
good thing, which I now enjoy, came to 
me originally from his free bounty ; and that 

my future health, peace and felicity, entirely 
depend upon his mere will and pleaſure. . 
2 Can you aflign any reaſon why God 
Almighty made you ? 

A. I can think of no ſufficient reaſon why 
God made me, unleſs it be, becauſe he is 
perfectly good. He ſeems to have ſent me 
and my fellow-creatures into the world, that 
we might promote his honour and glory upon 
earth by our happineſs, 

| ©. But if God created you for happineſs, 
how did he intend you ſhould acquire this 
| happineſs? - 

A. He intended that I ſhould acquire my 
greateſt and moſt laſting happineſs by leading 
24 * godly, righteous, = ſober life, agreeably 

+ „ © 
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to the dictates of reaſon and the nature of 


things; that is, by ſerving himſelf faithfully, 
by loving my fellow-creatures ſincerely, and by 


keeping my appetites aud paſſions in ſabjection to 
the rules of ſobriety and temperance.” 


Sn CT II. 
Of our duty towards God. 


9. UO can ſuch a creature, as you are, 


ſerve God? 
A. I can ſerve him no otherwiſe, than by 
doing my duty to him, and by endeavouring 
to be as like him in univerſal goodneſs, as 


the frailty of the human nature will permit 
me to be. 


2. What is your duty towards God ? 

A. It is my duty to God to have his per- 
fections always before my eyes and in my 
thoughts, and to ſhew the ſincerity of my 
belief of his being, by loving him with all 


my heart, and with all my foul, and with all. 


my ſtrength. 


But how are you to expreſs to the. 


* that internal love and affection which 


you bear to Almighty God? 
A. By the ſame way in which I am to ex- 


preſs my belief in him; that is, by hating the 
ching which is evil, and by uſing my beſt en- 
deayours- 


* 
> * 2 
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deavours to live agreeably to his holy will and 
commandments, as far as I can know that 
will, and make myſelf 3 with thoſe 
commandments. | | 

L Is there any thing elle required of 
thoſe who believe in God? 

A. They who really believe in God will 
be ever ready to ſhew their gratitude to their 
ſupreme benefaCtor, by being thankful unto 
him for all his paſt favours, 

2. For what favours, more eſpecially, 
will they be thankful? 

A. They will be truly thankful to him for 
creating them reaſonable creatures ; for pre- 
ſerving them by his providence from the 
many "dangers to which they are every mo- 
ment expoſed ; for feeding them with whole- 
ſome food, * cloathing them with raiment 
convenient for them. 


©. But are you not likewiſe to pray to 
God ? 


A. Undoubtedly. For as T wholly de- 
dend upon him for every good thing which I 
now enjoy, and which I expect to enjoy here- 
after, it cannot but be agrecable to nature 
and reaſon, that I make known my wants of 
whatever kind they may be, whether ſpiritual 
or temporal, to that being, who alone is both 
. able and willing effectually to ſupply them. 
DQ. Have you reaſon to think that God 

B 4 will 
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will . your en when you call upon 
him! | 

A. If I pray unto God with faith, devotion, 
and perſeverance, I have great reaſon to hope, 
from his experienced mercy and goodneſs, 
that he will hear the humble ſupplications 
which I make before him, and give me every 
thing which his wiſdom and fatherly tender- 
neſs ſee to be really needful, or convenient for 
mc... 

Q: Are there any other beings beſides the 
Almighty God, to whom you are to addreſs 
your prayers ? 

A. No: for as there is but one God, and 
all other beings whatſoever are inferior to, and 
continually dependant upon him; ſo am I to 
ſerve and worſhip that one God, and to make 
both my public and private prayers to him 
alone, 

2, If there be any thing elſe, which, ac- 
cording to your notions of God, appears to 
be owing from you to him as a duty, acquaint 
me with it ? 5 

A. I am never to curſe, nor to ſwear, nor 
to uſe God's holy name upon light and trifling 
occaſions. I am never to ſpeak irreverenily 
of God, or his religion, or his word, or his 


works, or indeed of any thing which relates 
to > him. 


Q: You 
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'D. You have told me, that, you firmly 
believe, nothing happens in the world, but 
by God's permiſſion, and in conſequence of 
his directing providence :—do you not then 
owe him a duty on this account ? 

A. Yes: I think it my duty, for this rea- 
ſon, to put my whole truſt and confidence in 
him; to be patient under afflictions and ſuf- 
ferings, whenever they happen to me, and to 
. be ſatisfied and contented without murmur- 
ing and complaining at my ſtate and condi- 
tion of life, though it ſhould not appear to be 
ſo eaſy and pleaſant, as my neighbours. 

QO. Are you, then, not to endeavour to re- 
lieve yourſelf when you are in pain and trouble, 
to mend your circumſtances when they are 
bad, and to advance your ſituation in life, 
when it is but mean? 

A. The general law of ſelf- preſervation 
commands me to uſe my utmoſt endeavours 
to relieve myſelf when J am in diſtreſs, to 
ſecure my preſent eaſe and tranquillity, and 
to promote my intereſt in the world by every 
honeſt means, to which induſtry, diligence, 
and ſtudy can direct the ſeveral talents both 
of body and mind, with which God hath fur- 
niſhed and entruſted me. For idleneſs, in- 
dolence, negligence and careleſsneſs are as 
abominable in the ſight of God, as they are 
n. to all good men. 
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8 ECT. HI. 
Of our duty to our neighbours, = 
HANS informed me, that it is your 


| belief that there is a God; and that this 
God is a being of all poſſible perfections; 
and that you were ſent into the world to pro- 


mote his glory by your happineſs ; and that 
your trueſt, beſt, and moſt laſting happineſs 
can be obtained by no other means than by 
leading a godly, righteous and ſober. life; 
that is, by doing your duty to your God, to 
your fellow-creatures, and to yourſelf : and 
having, moreover, acquainted me with what 


you believe to be the chief articles of your 


duty to God, we will now go on to enquire 
into the principal. branches of your duty to 
your fellow-creatures, and yourſelf, Give me 
leave therefore, to aſk you, 

2. What you think to be your duty to 
your neighbour ? 

A. My duty to my neighbour is to love 
him as myſelf, and to act by him in all caſes, 
as I might reaſonably and juſtly deſire that he 
would act by me, were I in his en, and 
he in mine. 

2. Explain Neu more fully on this 
head ? 

A. My duty to my 1 is never to 


do him any injury whatever, eicher by my 


words 
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words or actions; but, on the contrary, to 
do him all the good, which my conſcience 
tells me I am able to do him, W e 


dice to myſelf. 


Q: Pray, who is it whom you call your 
neighbour ? 

4. I do not look upon him only as my 
neigbbour, who lives near to me, or who is 
of the ſame family, pariſh, country, or ex- 
ternal profeſſion of religion with myſelf; but 
J look upon all my fellow-creatures in gene- 
ral, as my neigbbours. All are my neigh- 
D who are in want of any advice, help, 
aſſiſtance, or relief, which it is in my payer 
to give to them. 

O. What are the mins. conſequences 
of the general love which you profeſs to owe 
to your fellow-creatures ; and how do you 
propoſe, that it ſhall influence your ha 
towards them ? 

A. J will ſhew the — of my bows 
to my _—— by never telling lies ts 
him, nor deceiving him to his injury by any 
other means whatever, even tho” it ſhould 
appear that I might be a great gainer by the 
falſhood. But I will be true _ juit, honeſt 
and faithful in all things which I — occaſion 
either to ſay or to do to him. 

D. By what other ways will you endeavour 
20 expreſs your love to your neighbour ?. - + 
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A. I will never curſe him, rail at him, abufſe 
a behind his back, call him by nick-names, 
or tell tales of him to his hurt. I will bear no 
malice nor hatred in my heart towards him: 
'T will never ſteal, or take any thing from 
him privily, however prefling my. own want 


of it may be. In ſhort, I will endeavour ſo 


far to reſtrain my irregular appetites, as not to 
covet 'or defire any thing which belongs to 
wy neighbour. 

Tell me more particularly, how you 
are to behave to your inferiors, equals, and 
ſuperiors. _ 

A. I will not behave myſelf proudly, or 


arrogantly, towards thoſe who have not had 


the ſame advantages of birth, or fortune, 
or perſon, or capacity, or a good education, 
with which it hath pleaſed God to bleſs me; 
but I will ſtudy to treat every body, even my 
inferiors and equals as well as my ſuperiors, 
with a becoming humility, ſubmiſſion and 
condeſcenſion, with meekneſs alſo and reſpect. 
©. But do you imagine that it is your duty 
to love all your fellow-creatures alike, with- 
out making any diſtinction between them ? 
A. Though I am perſuaded that it is my 
duty to endeavour to be as ſerviceable and 
uſeful, as 1 can to all my fellow-creatures ; 
yet I know, likewiſe, that there are particular - 
duties owing from me to particular * | 
— 5 an 
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and theſe duties I ſhall ever think myſelf un-' 
der an indiſpenſible obligation to pay to them, 
whenever occaſion ſhall offer. 

©. Who are the perſons to whom you think 
ſuch particular duties to be owing ? 

A. They are my parents, my king, and my 
Venefactors. 

2. Of what nature is the duty, which you 
owe to your parents ? | 

A. J am to love, honour, ſerve, ak aſſiſt 
them to the beſt of my power. I am, more- 
over, faithfully to execute all their commands, 
unleſs they command me to do ſomething ab- 
ſurd or wicked. 

©. Is this your whole duty to your pa- 
rents ? 

A. J am never to uſe them ill, to revile, 
ſcoff, or give them reproachful language upon 
any account or provocation whatſoever. On 
the contrary, I am patiently to bear with 
their ſeveral weakneſſes and infirmities, and 
to do my utmoſt endeavours to render their 
lives as agreeable and comfortable to them, in 
all reſpects, as I can. 

9. What is your duty to the king i ? = 

A. Looking upon the king as appointed by 
the providence of God to rule oyer me and 
the reſt of my fellow- ſubjects, I think myſelf 
bound to honour and reverence his perſon z 
| diligently and punctually to obey his lawful 

| Conte 


r 2 aan ts * * * C ws -_ wh 
+; — ST — 2 —— 2 . - — = * 
4 2 , N 


a * * 
FE 


* 8 r 
— he ar or —— — 


22 4 SHORT AND 


commands; and chearfully to ſubmit myſelf 
to all other perſons, to whom he has given 
either a civil, or ſpiritual authority over me. 
. ©. Is it not your duty to obey the laws? 
A. As I enjoy with freedom the impartial 
protection of the laws of my country, ſo it 
is my indiſpenſible duty, conſcientiouſly and 
without murmuring, to reverence and obſerve 
theſe laws as far as I can make myſelf ac- 
quainted with them, | 
2. What elſe is due from you to the /u- 


preme power & 


A. Itis my duty likewiſe, chearfully to pay 
my taxes when I ſhall be a houſe-keeper, and 
to be always ready to ſerve my king and 
country, at the expence of my whole ſub- 
ſtance, and even at the hazard of my life, 
whenever I ſhall be duly called upon by the 
the ſupreme authority for that purpoſe, | 
9. Whom did you mean by your benefac- 
tors, when you faid that there were particular 
duties owing from you to them ? 


As. I look upon all thoſe perſons, in gene- 


ral, to be my benefactors, who have endea- 
voured to make my life eaſy, comfortable and 


agreeable to me, either by inſtructing me 


themſelves, or cauſing me to be inſtructed, in 
the principles of virtue, religion, and good 


}carning, L 
9.15 
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9. Is this the full meaning of the word be- 
nefartors ? 

A. All are my benefa&tors who have con- 
tributed, either by their advice, or by their 
money, or by any other means, to put me in 
a way to ſupport myſelf in the world with ho - 
nour and credit, and, in my turn, to de uſe- 
ful to other people. 

- ©. How do you intend to expreſs your duty 
to your benefactors ? 

A. I will ſhew the grateful ſenſe which 1 
entertain of their favours to me, by loving 
them ; by reſpecting their perſons ; by doing 
them all the good offices I can ; by attending 
to their kind advice with- thankfulneſs ; 2 
by endeavouring to be virtuous and 8 
which is the only reward which they wiſn 
and deſire to receive for their goodneſs to me. 


SROT. Iv, 


Of our duty to our ſelves. 


Aving pointed out to me the principal 
duties which you owe to your God, 
and to your neighbour; 3 you will, in the next 
place, permit me to enquire concerning the 
duties which you owe to yourſelf— 
2; What are they? 


A. The 


» AA SHORT AND 


A. The great duty which I owe to myſelf, 
is to preſerve, as nearly as I can, ſuch a right 
temper and diſpoſition both of mind and body, 
as to be always ready and prepared to ſerve 
my God, or my neighbour, whenever I am 
called upon to do it. 

2. So far you are certainly right. But you 
muſt go on to tell me, what are the conſe- 
quences, which naturally flow from this. ge- 
neral notion of your duty to yourſelf—What 
are you to do with reſpect to your mind? 
A. I am to endeavour to improve my mind, 
as much as I can, by attending to reading, | 
and meditation, to good advice and inftruc- 
tion. f 


2. What are you to do with reſpec to your 
body ? 

1. I am to keep my body 4 in temperance, 
ſoberneſs and chaſtity, and to avoid both eating 
and drinking too much, as well as all other 
kinds of exceſs, which may tend to waſte m 
ſubſtance, and to impair thoſe faculties, whe- 
ther of ſoul or body, which it hath pleaſed 
God to beſtow upon me. I am alſo to uſe 
my utmoſt endeavours to reſtrain the violence 
of my paſſions, and to keep all my irregular 
appetites in ar ee to the dictates of rea- 
ſon. 

D. Is it not likewiſe a duty which you owe 
to yourſelf to be humble ? 


A. Yea 
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PI Yes, certainly ; it is my duty not to 
think too highly of myſelf, or of any thing 
which may chance to belong to me, but to 
be meek and modeſt, lowly and humble in 

my own eyes. | 

2. Tell me; is it not alſo your duty to be 
contented? What is the nature of content- 
ment ? 

A. Tho! I am reſolved not to murmur and 
repine at the condition, Ration, or calling of 
life, in which it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God 
to place me; yet do 1 certainly owe it to 
myſelf, and to thoſe who either are, or may 
be, connected with me by the bonds of re- 
lation, to be diligent and induſtrious in the 
uſe of all lawful and honeſt means to adyance 
ay wealth, credit, and honour i in the world. 


Fer. 


Of the various motives exciting us to the regular 
per for manice of our duty. 


Hun thus diſtinctly repeated to me 
the ſeveral duties, which you owe to 
your God, to your neighbour, and to your- 
ſelf—let me now go on to enquire of you, 
Whether you will do your beſt dili- 
gen to practiſe theſe duties? 

A. I will make uſe of my utmoſt attention, 


CG judg- 
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judgment add abilities to perform them ally 
as opportunity offers. 

J. Why will you do fo? 

A. In the firſt — becauſe I already be- 
gin to perceive, that I am never ſo well pleaſ- 
ed with myſelf, ſo contented and happy, as 
when my conſcience tells me, that I have 
acted reaſonably, and done my duty. 

What further reaſon have you to do fo ? 

Secondly, Becauſe by doing my duty L 
ſhall entitle myſelf, in return, to the reſpect, 
love, and favour of the beſt of mankind, that 
15, of all wiſe, good. and religious men. 

Fi 2; But what is the third and principal rea- 
n: 
A. The third 5 chief reaſon is, becanſob 
is the unchangeable will of God, that I ſhould: 
live agreeably to what he has made to be m 
duty; and to encourage my chearful obedi- 
ence has, moreover, kindly promiſed to bleſs 
me for {o.doing, both in this world and the 

next. 

E. But where do you find the will of God, 
his nature and attributes diſcovered to you, ſuch 
as you have above deſcribed them ; and where 
has he commanded you to do your duty, and 
to expect ſuch high rewards of your obedi 
' ence ? 

J. The will of God is diſoovered to — 
n 
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kind two ſeveral ways. Firſt, more ob/curely 
by the uſe of right — attending to the na- 
ture, properties, and mutual relations of the 


beings and which he has created : 
Secondly, platuly and fal in he Buy forip- 


tures. 


S E OT VI. 


o the 300 ſer ptures, and WW conſequences 7 2- 
uli from our believing them to be the. 
furere word of God. 


W HAT do you mean by the Sole 
ſcriptures ? | 


A. 1 mean books written under the eſpecial 
influence, guidance and direction of God's 
Holy Spirit. | 

2. Are there any ſuch books now in 


bein 

4 Yes: I firmly believe that the books 
contained in the Bi Jt, as it is uſually called, 
are ſuch ; that is, I believe, that the books of 
the Old and New Teſtament were written 
under the e pecial influence, guidance and di- 
rection of God's Holy Spirit. 

9. Why do you believe that the books n 
which you particularly allude to, more than 
other bobles, were corpeſed under the influ- 
once of the Holy Spirit ? | 


C2 A. Becauſe 


28 ASHORT AND 
A. Becauſe I find that the authors of them, 


upon certain great occaſions, were enabled, in 
proof of their veracity, to work miracles, that 
is, to change, . ſtop, or ſuſpend for a time the 
uſual and ordinary courſe and laws of nature 


than which a ſtronger proof cannot be con- 


_ ceived, that the Spirit of God was with them 


in an extraordinary manner. 
Q. What are the * which you call 


Miracles? 


A. Such as giving ſight to perſons born 
blind, and curing all manner of ſickneſſes 


and enden by ſpeaking a word: ſuch as 


walking upon the ſurface of the water with- 
out ſinking, raiſing the dead to life, and the 
like. 

9. Have you any farther reaſons to believs 


the Sacred Scriptures to be compoſed under the 
influence of the 110 ly. Ghoſt ? * 


A. Yes: . Becauſe I find the authors of 
them were enabled to prophecy or foretel fu- 
ture event:: 

. How doth this prove the divinity of 
the Sacred Scriptures. 


A. Future events are known only to God: 


thoſe veritings therefore muſt neceſſarily be 


divine, which have circumſtantially declared 
beforehand events, which have happen'd in ex- 
act conformity to ſuch declarations | 3 | 
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O. You anſwer well. The books both of 
the Old and New Teſtament were undoubt- 
edly written by inſpiration, or, as you expreſs 
it, under the particular influence, guidance 
and direction of God's Holy Spirit But what 
follows from thence ? 

A. It certainly follows from thence, that 
theſe books cannot centain any thing in them 
but what is exactly true; and that it is my duty, 
as I ſhall undoubtedly find it to be my beſt 
intereſt, to read in them for my improvement, 
and inftruQtion'i in all virtue and godlineſs, as 
often as I have opportunity. 

2. What other conſequences do you draw 
from your believing the Bible, or the ſorip- 
tures, to be the ſincere word of God? 

HA. It follows, likewiſe, that as I cannot be- 
lieve amiſs, whillt my faith is grounded upon 
what I find clearly contained in the ſcriptures; 
ſo, alſo, that I cannot act amiſs, whilſt my 


religious practice is directed and governed 
yy them. 


s Ur., w. 
| Of Teſus Chri „the foundation of God Almighty 8 


mercies to mankind. 


: 2, UT after all, how can ſo weak, frail 


and feeble a creature, as you are, be 
able to perform your duty as you ought: ? 


C 2. A. By 


1 SHORT AND 


A. By my own natural power and ſtrength 
Lam thoroughly ſenſible that I never ſhall be 
able-to do my duty fully, and as.I ought. 

D. How then will you perform it? 

A. I humbly believe and hope, that God 
Almighty, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, will. 
pardon my miſtakes, errors and offences, - and 
be ſo merciful unto me, as to accept my con- 
ſtant, uniform and beſt endeavours to live 
conformably to his holy will and command- 
ments.. 

2, Is nothing farther neceſſary to enable 
you to do your duty ? 

A. To enable me to diſcharge my duty 
with more ſtrictneſs and punctuality, I will 
pray for the aſſiſtance of that Holy Spirit, 
which God has expreſsly promiſed to give to 
all ſuch as call upon him n and de- 
voutly. 
©. Who is that Jeſus Chrift, for whoſe 
fake and upon whoſe account you expect ſuch 

great things from God's goodneſs? 
J. He is the only Son of the moſt high 
| God, and is clearly deſcribed i in the holy ſcrip- 
tures as equal to God, and as God himſelf. 

. Of what elſe do the ſcriptures inform 
you concerning Jeſus Chriſt ? 

. They inform me that he was man as 
well as God, that he had a human, as well as 
a divine, nature In particular, they inform 
me, and J believe, that he was conceived in 


an 
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An extraordinary manner by the Holy Ghoſt ; 


that he was born of a virgin called Mary 3 


that he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 'a Ro- 


man governor of the province of Judea, was 


 erucified by his command, died upon the 


croſs, and was buried. 1 believe alſo that his 
body was depoſited in the grave, and that he 
reis again the third day from the dead; that 
he aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, from 
whence he ſhall come again at the end of the 
world to judge both the living and the dead. 

A But do the ſcriptures acquaint you with 
the cauſe, why God fent his Son into the 


World? 


A. God, out. of his exceeding live, ſent his 
Son into the world, to redeem the world, and 
to ſave his people from their fins. 

Q. How came menkind to need this re; 

demption ? 
A. Through the great and. erh of- 
fence of the firſt man, the parent of us all; 
by whom ſin entered into the world, and death 
by fin; and ſo death paſſed upon all nen, for 
that all have ſinned. 

V But ate not all the ill effects of the firſt 
man's offence fully compenſated by Chriſt's 


Redemption of us? 


A. The ſcriptures aſſure us they enen 


* declare, in various Pacer that Chrift 


Jef us 
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Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners ; that 
men might have life, and might have it more a. 
1 that in Chriſt all ſball be made 
alive, and that as by one man's diſobedience ma- 
ny..were made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one 
man many ſhall be made righteous. _ 

- ©. But do theſe ſcriptures give you fuf- 
| gent reaſon to believe, that God, for Chriſt's. 
ſake, will pardon your errors and offences, as 
you tell me you hope He will? JE 

A. Yes: for it is the conſtant doctrine of 
the holy ſcriptures, and I find it repeatedly 
aſſerted in the books of the New Teſtament, 
that God Almighty for his Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, that 1s, for the ſake of what he under- 
took, did and ſuffered, will not impute unto 
me the guilt of my ſins, nor puniſh me for 
them ; but, according to the riches of his free 
grace, will forgive me my ſins and blot out 
my iniquities. 

Can you aſſign any other reaſon for 
Chrilt's coming into the world ? 155 

A. From what I ſee that he has in fact 
Jone, I conclude likewiſe, that he came into 
the world to inſtruct mankind in the t 
of the divine being, his attributes and pro 
vidential care of the world a knowledge wich 
which mankind were not ſo well acquainted 
at the time of his birth, as its high 1 UPPOrtence 


Wee, . 
5 D. Did 
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LH. Did He not alſo come to teach by his 
example, as well as his precept ?:: 
A. Yes, He came not only to Jay open to 
us the whole plan of our religious duty, both 
what we are to believe and do, if we will pleaſe 
God: but alſo to enforce the uniform practice 
of religion by his own unſinning example, and 
to reſtore us to that bleſſed immortality in 
another life, which we ſhould never have 
fallen from, had not ſin, through the abuſe of | 
free will, entered i into the world. 


BEG vn. 


Of faith, repentance, and K ab the a. 
penſible terms of our acceptance through Chriſt. . 


LA | tbh if Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world on purpoſe to ſave ſinners, as 
| you ſay he did, what neceſſity is there for you 
to take pains to do your duty, in order to re- 
commend yourſelf to the favour and mercy of 
Almighty God ? | 
A. There is the greateſt neceſlity. For 
though the goſpel clearly informs me that 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to fave 
ſinners; yet it informs me at the ſame time, 
that it was to fave ſuch ſinners only, as ſin- 
cerely believe in him, and, in and through this 
belief, leave off to do wickedly, and learn to 


do well. 
Q Will 
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L. Wil chen the death of Chriſt, and his 
blood ſhed upon the croſs for mankind, be of 
no benefit to wilful and obſtinate ſinners ? 

A. That is my ſtedfaſt belief. I ſtedfaſtly 
delieve that Chriſt's death upon the croſs will be 
no manner of advantage to thoſe unhappy 

who either obſtinately reject the be- 

| bef of him and his doctrine, aſter it has been 
Jaid before them, and fairly ſtated and proved, 
or merely believing in him, quit the world 
without truly repenting of their former ſins? 

. What do you mean by true repentance ? 

That only is the true repentance which 
GA has promiſed to accept through Chriſt, 
when the wicked man onlag heartily 
ſorry for his paſt offences turneth away from 
the wickedneſs which he hath committed, 
and endeavoureth for the future to live a ſober, 
righteous, and godly life —becauſe he believes 
it to be the will of God and his Chriſt, that 
he ſhould do ſo. 

Q. Do you imagine then that the whole 
world is under an obligation to believe in 
Chriſt, and to obey his precepts ?_ | 

A. Certainly not: for thoſe perſons who 
have never had an opportunity to hear the 
name of Chriſt mentioned, or to be inſtructed 
in his doctrines, can be under no obligation 
either to believe in him, or to obey his 


Pepe. 
9, But 
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1 But what obligation do ine to 
pon Chrifttans in this uy * 

. 11 look upon all perſons, who "all them 
ſelves chriſtians, to be under an indiſpenſible 
obligation to believe all that is contained in 
the ſcriptures, concerning Chriſt, and to obey 
his commandments ; not only becauſe theſe 
commandments may appear right in them- 
ſelves, but becauſe they are commatided by 
him, whom they profeſs. to believe and ac- 
knowledge to be their Lord and their God. 


SECT. IX, 


of baptiſm, the baptiſmal vow, and 2 
mation. 


EEING chen fo many, fo great and 0 
laſting benefits reſult to chriſtians, that is, 
to ſuch as ſincerely believe in Jeſus, and, 
through faith in him, attend to his dodtrines, 
and live agreeably to his commandments ; 
. Let me demand of you, whether vou 
are a chriſtian? = 
A. It is a title, which, I think, 1 have che 
Nieren reaſon to glory in. 

How did you become a chriſtian? 

. I did not become a chriſtian by happen- 
ing to be born of a father and mother who 
were chriſtians ; but by being dy in tho 
pame of Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. When 
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2. When were you thus baptized ? 
A. When I was an infant, ſoon after I was 
born. 

. ©. Is your. baptiſm of any particular be- 


nefit to you ? 


A. I am taught i in the New Teſtament to 


believe, that by my baptiſm I was born again, 


as it were, becoming the child of God by 


adoption, and a member of that univerſal 


church, or congregation of true belieyers, of 
which Chriſt alone is the head. 


But was you not alſo by baptiſm . 


mitted into covenant with God ? 
A. At my baptiſm I was moſt graciouſly 
| put into a ſure method of attaining ſalvation, 


af it be not my own fault, being permitted to 
enter.into a ſpecial covenant, or alliance with 
God Almighty. 
, Of what nature was the covenant made 
between God and you at your baptiſm ? 
A. By this covenant, God Almighty, on 


his part, has vouchſafed to promiſe, that he 


will regard me as his own child by adoption, 


that he will forgive me my ſins through the 
merits and death of Chriſt, and that he will 
| beſtow upon me everlaſting happineſs here- 


after. 


D. But are you likewiſe not on To part ta 


perform ſomething ? 
A. I for my part am to uſe my utmoſt 
diligence 
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diligence to fulfil the conditions, which I en- 
gaged to perform at the time of my baptiſm. 

2. How ay were thoſe conditions, and 
what were the | OS. > 

A. They were three. The firſt was, that 
I would keep myſelf as pure as poſſible from 
the pollution of fin, which is emphatically 
ſtiled the work of the devil, or of that evil 


ſpirit, . who is repreſented in ſcripture as 


continually lying in wait to tempt and de- 
ceive me to my deſtruction. 


2. Enumerate to me ſome of the principal 


of thoſe ſins, or works of the devil, which 


you look upon yourſelf as. under a particular 
engagement to deteſt, and abhor, in conſe- 
quence of your baptiſmal Covenant. 

A. They are pride, idolatry, malice, envy, 
revenge, lying, backbiting, murder, falſe wit- 
neſs, covetouſneſs, injuſtice, oppreſſion, glut- 
tony, drunkenneſs, adultery, uncleanneſs, and 
the like. 

©, What was the ſecond condition which 
you engaged at your baptiſm to perform? 

A. That I would believe all the articles of 


the chriſtian religion, as they are contained 


in the holy ſcriptures, and can be clearly col- 


lected, and proved from that infallible au- 


thority. 
ay 4 W hat was the third condition? og 
7 
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A. I not only engaged at my baptiſm that 
J would os renounce all manner of 


fin and wickedneſs; but I promiſed likewiſe, 
that throughout the whole courſe of my life, 

I would obey God's holy will and command- 
ments as far as I was able to make myſelf 
— with fach will and command- 


* But how i eee to . 
theſe conditions, when you were an infant? 
A. I promiſed to perform them by my god- 
fathers and god-mothers, who repreſented me 
at my baptiſm, and acted for me as my fureties. 

9. Have you any particular memorial to 
induce you frequently to recollect prom r- 
tiſmal vow, or engagement? 

A. Les: my chriſtian name, as it is called, 
which was given me at my baptiſm. When- 
ever therefore I am called by this name, and 
whenever I write it myſelf, it ought to put 
me in mind of what was promiſed and en- 
| for me at my baptiſm. 
oy Do you not wink yourſelf obliged to 
take upon yourſelf, the promiſes, engage- 
ments, or vows your god-fathers and god-mo- 
thers made for you at your baptiſm ? 

A. I am now both defirous and ready to 
renew, or take them upon myſelf, in the xo 
open and ſolemn manner. 

2. By what method do you propoſe to re· 

new 
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new theſe important engagements, and to 
take their obligation upon yourſelf ? | 
A. By preſenting myſelf to the biſhop of 
my dioceſe to be confirmed (as is call) by 
him, whenever a proper opportunity offers it- 
ſelf for that purpoſe. 

. What are you to do at confirmation * I 

At the biſhop's confirmation, I pro- 
poſe in the preſence of God Almighty, and of 
the congregation then aſſembled in the church, 
to renew, and ſolemnly to take upon- myſelf 
the promiſes and engagements which were 
made in my name at my baptiſm, ratifying | 
and confirming the fame in my own. perſon; 
and acknowledging myſelf under the ſtricteſt 
obligation to uſe my beſt endeavours both to 
believe and to do all thoſe things, which my 
god-fathers and god-mothers then undertook 
for me, that I ſhould believe and do. 


= 4» 5 
Of the means. of obtaining God's grace-; and par- 
 tuularly of the ſacrament f the: Lordis Su- 


* 

4. FT ER this ſolemm confirmation of 
. your baptiſmal engagements, what 
do vou propoſe next ta. do, in order to 
ſtrengthen your good reſolutions of living 
agteeably to the terms of that covenant. 
Which 
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which you have thus voluntarily renewed, 
and again entered into with Almighty God ? 
A. I will make uſe of all thoſe means of 
grace, which, the ſcriptures tell me, God has 
appointed for my aſſiſtance in living a holy 
life. 

2. What means do you propoſe to uſe ? 


AI will pray unto him with earneſtneſs 


and devotion, both in public and in private: IL 
will call upon him faithfully for the aid of his 
Holy Spirit ; I will be reguler in my attend- 
ance upon the ſervice of the church; and I 
will, moreover, take every opportunity, as I 
advance in years, to go to the holy commu- 
nion of the body and blood of our Saviour 
Chriſt. | 5 

2 Why will you frequently attend the 
communion of the body and blood of Chriſt ? 

A. Becauſe Chriſt himſelf has expreſsly en- 
Joined all his followers to do ſo. And I can- 
not more effectually expreſs my faith in him 
as the Son of God, my hopes in his pramiſes, 
and my grateful ſenſe of his mercy and good- 


neſs in redeeming me by his own ſufferings 


zom the guilt and puniſhment of my ſins, 
than by obeying his poſitive commands. 

9. Why is the holy communion of the 
body and blood of Chriſt called he farrament 
f the Lord's Supper? 

Ee 3 A. Be- 
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A. Becauſe it was ordained and inſtituted 
by our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt at the 
lat ſupper which he eat with his diſciples, 
immediately before he ſuffered death ent * 
croſs. 

2: Why did our Lord inſtitute and com- 
mand the continual obſervation of this facra- 
menre > | 
A. He inſtituted and commanded the per ; 
petual obſervation of this religious ceremony, 
Firſt, That it might be a viſible ſign and fure 
pledge to his followers of the inward and ſpi- 
ritual grace, which he intended to confer up- 
on them by this mean; and, Secondly, That 
it might be a conſtant, ſolemn and livel y me- 
morial both of his death, and of the exceed- 
ingly- great benefits, Which by that death he 
conferred upon mankind. ; 

Q. What are the benefits which you EX 
pect to enjoy from the frequent participation 
of the holy communion ? 

A. The expreſs appointment of Chriſt himſelf 
has taught me to expect, that the bread which 
I then eat, and the wine which I then drink, 
in memory of his body broken, and his bloat 
ſhed upon the croſs for the fins of mankind in 
general, and for my own ſins in particular, 

will prove as effectual to refreſh and ſtrengthen 
the faculties of my ſoul towards enabling me 
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to lead a religious life, as my daily food, in 
the ordinary courſe of nature, is powerful to 
renew my bodily ſtrength, and to enable me 
to diſcharge the functions of common life. 

©. What other benefits do you expect to 

receive from the holy communion ?- 
A. I hope alſo, by frequently attending the 
holy communion in obedience to Chriſt's com- 
mands, to ſhew myſelf a member of his church; 
to renew my covenant with God Almighty 
by devoutly receiving the bread and wine, as 
tokens of his good will to me; to obtain the 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; and to entitle 
myſelf to the enjoyment of e happi - 
neſs in heaven. | 

D. But is not great preparation required, 
in order to fit yourſelf for the worthy partici-- 
pation of the Lord's ſupper ? 

A. All that is required, in order to render 
myſelf a worthy partaker of the Lord's ſup- 
per, is conſcientiouſly. to examine myſelf, 
| whether I ſincerely repent of my former ſins, 
ſtedfaſtly reſolving to live a life of holineſs for 
the future; whether I have a lively and active 
faith in God's mercy thro' the merits and 
death of Chriſt; whether I frequently think 
upon that death with gratitude and thankful- 
neſs to him who underwent it; and whether 
I am in love and charity with all mankind? 

* And 
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And you think this all the Preparation 


= Dadoateedly: if I heartify and ſincerely 
endeavour to do what I know to be my duty, 
becauſe I believe in God, ahd am reſolved to 
hve agreeably to his will and commandments, 
I am always well prepared to come to the holy 
communion : and if I do not endeavour for 
God's ſake. to do my duty, as far as I am ac- 
quainted with it, no external preparation can 
ft me even for ſaying my prayers properly, 
and I am altogether anworthy: of the name RAE 


Rs of a nn, 
8 EC T. XI. 
a the Holy Spirit; and of the Chriſtian Tri- ri. 
* 


) UT let us look back a little. You have 
ſomewhere ſaid in anſwer to the queſ- 
tions which I put to you, that, in order to 
enable you to live agreeably to God's holy will 
and commandments, you would pray for the 
aſhftance of the Holy Spirit, 
Q. What do you mean by the Holy Spirit! ? 
A. The Holy Ghoſt, or Holy Spirit, is re- 
preſented i in the ſcriptures, as a third perſon 
in the divine nature, and as making one God 


together with the Father and the Son. 
D 2 * wot : © 
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©. But how can the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt make but one God ? | 

A. How this can be, I know not, nor can 
poſitbly conceive, the ſcriptures being wholly 
ſilent as to the manner of this union; and m 
faculties, probably, too feeble, even if the 
manner of this union had been revealed, to 
comprehend it. 

D. Why then do you 6 what: IN 
own that you are not able to conceive ? * 

A. I believe that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Gboſt make one Deity, or divine na- 
— altogether, becauſe it is ſo revealed in 
the holy ſcriptures, which have been frequent- 
ly proved beyond contradiction, and which 1 
confeſs to be the ſincere word of God, the 
oracles of truth, and, conſequently, which 
cannot deceive me. 

| 2. What are the peculiar offices of the 
Holy Spirit relative to mankind ? 

A. He is repreſented as giving light to our 
underſtandings, as diſpoſing our wills to what 
is good, as ſettling us in the right faith, as 
helping our prayers, as fortifying us againſt 
temptations, as comforting us in great afflic- 
tions ; and, in general, as enabling us by his 
aid to lead a ſober, righteous, and godly life. 


SECT, 


11 
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SE CT. XII. 


1 


Of a faturs Pate of eternal lind v or erer. 


nal miſery. 


0 U told me above, that by e in- 
to covenant with God at your baptiſm; 


and by believing in him and in what he has 


revealed in the ſcriptures; and by living agree- 
ably to all his known commandments, you 
were perſuaded, that, thro" the merits of the 

death of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, he would be- 


ſtow upon you everlaſting happineſs hereafter. 


©. What do Fu mean "up n _ 
pinels hereafter ? 


A. I mean happineſs i in a future flate, which 


happineſs ſhall never have an end. 


2. What do you underſtand by a future 
ſtate ? 


A. A life 1 this; whick ſecond, or fu 


ture, life is to begin, when the preſent | is 
ended. 


2: But how can you be happy, when you 


are dead, and have nur loſt all ſenſe and 
feeling ? 


A. God is able to raiſe me again * the 


graue, and to give me a new life and being. 


9. How do you know that God can do 
this ? 
A. Be- 


5» ** 
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A. Becauſe with God all things are poſſible 3 
and it is no more difficult to concelve, how 
he ſhould give new life to one who is dead 
than how he was able, at firſt, to do what 1 
ſee he has in fact done, namely, to create me 
and the reſt of the world out of nothing. 
2. But have you any reaſon to conclude 

that God will raife you again from the dead? 

A. The natural powers of my ſoul conti- 
ual aſpiring after immortality, and far ſu- 
perior to any thing which can be conceived to 
be the mere reſult of the periſhing and in- 
animate bodies which ſurround me—the want 
of an effectual ſanction to the law of righte- 
ouſneſs in the apparently equal, and indiſeri- 
nate diſtribution of happineſs and miſery in 
this world —and the almoſt - univerſal conſent 
of all mankind in the belief of a life after this, 
are thought to evince, and, in fact, do evince 
and eftabliſh this important article 'of faith— 
yet a ehriſtian has another anſwer to make. 

©. What is the anſwer which a chriſtian 
wen rather make? 

A. A chriſtian would chooſe rather to an- 
fone, that I believe that God will raiſe me 
2g2in from death to life, becauſe I am plainly 
told' in the writings of the New Teſtament, 
whieh cannot lye nor deceive, that this mor- 
tal (meaning my body) muſt one day put on 
r ; and that the hour is coming, 

| when 


* 
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when all who are in their graves ſhall hear the 
voice of Chrift, and come forth to judgment. 

2. What do you believe * 2 
of this future ſtate? 

A. ] believe that it will be a fate of EY 
bution; ; or a ſtate, wherein all men ſhall be 
either rewarded, or puniſhed, according ta 
their deeds done in this life. 

O: Who, do you think, will be rewarded 
in this ſtate, and who puniſhed? — _ 
A. I believe, that in the future ſtate: the 
_ righteous, or they who, animated by faith in 
God have lived good lives, ſhall be adjudged 
by Chriſt to enjoy eternal happineſs in the 
more immediate and ſenſible preſence of Al- 
mighty God: and that the wicked, or they 
who have unrepentingly continued in evil to 
the end of their lives, ſhall be ſentenced to 
ſuffer eternal woe and miſery, 

9, What particular names are uſually af- 
ſigned to theſe two different ſtates ? 

A. The former of them, namely the ſtate 
of eternal happineſs, is called heaven; the lat- 
ter, or the ſtate of eternal miſery, is com 
monly named hell. 

D What is your concluſion of the whole 
matter! 
A. Twill frequently and . pray to 
Almighty God, that he will ſend his Holy 
Spirit to aſſiſt me in the regular and uniform 


per- 


7 ⁰ 2 ͤ 
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performance of my whole duty here, that, af- 
ter this life ended, I may be made, (through 
the merits of my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt) a par- 
taker of that future and eternal ſtate of hap- 
pineſs, which he has prepared for all ſuch as 
delieve in him, and, in conſequence of ſuch 
belief, uſe their utmoſt endeayours to live 
agreeably to what they know to be his cock 
will and commandments. 

Grant this, Almighty God, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, my only Saviour and Redeemer, 
AMEN, 
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